
Somerset Conservation District 

6024 Glades Pike   Suite 103 

Somerset, PA  15501 

www.somersetcd.com 

www.somersetcd.com 
somersetcd@wpia.net     

6024 Glades Pike, Ste. 103 
Somerset, PA  15501 
814-445-4652 ext. 5 

Somerset 
Conservation District 

ANNUAL REPORT 2014 



Board Members 

Chairman, Jack Tressler 
Vice Chairman, Marlin Sherbine 

Secretary/Treasurer, Roger Latuch 
Commissioner, John Vatavuk 

David Mankamyer 
Kurt Walker 
Sue Saylor 

James Ringler 
Bud Weyand 

District Staff 

District Manager, Len Lichvar 
Assistant Manager, Susan Moon 

Watershed Specialist, Greg Shustrick 
Nutrient Management Specialist, Don Williams 
Dirt & Gravel Roads Technician, Terry Tallion 

Erosion & Sediment Technician, Keith Largent 
Resource Technician, Aimee Steele 

Front Row L to R:  Aimee Steele & 
Susan Moon 

Back Row L to R:  Don Williams, Greg 
Shustrick, Keith Largent & Len 

Front Row L to R:  Sue Saylor & John Vatavuk 
Back Row L to R:  Jack Tressler, Roger Latuch, 

Marlin Sherbine & Kurt Walker 
Absent:  David Mankamyer, James Ringler, & 

Bud Weyand 
 

Front Row L to R:  Aimee Steele & Susan Moon 
Back Row L to R:  Don Williams, Greg 

Shustrick, Keith Largent & Len Lichvar 
Absent:  Terry Tallion 

 

Penn State Extension provides education for things that matter. Finding solutions in agriculture, nutrition and health, and 
youth development, Extension sustains success by continuing to adapt and change. We celebrated many 
accomplishments in 2014 and look forward to 2015 with determination, growth and progress to deliver education to the 
consumers in the communities we serve. Penn State Extension is committed to improving the lives of those around us. 
 
4-H 
 
One thing that distinguishes the 4-H and FFA programs from other youth organizations is its 
animal projects and the showing component. If you’ve heard that 4-H is only for farm 
families, think again! Four-H reaches youth in cities, suburbs, and rural areas.  
 
In fact, 4-H is the largest youth organization in the world. Anyone aged 8-18 may participate 
in Pennsylvania’s 4-H animal programs. The animal science projects are some of the oldest 
and greatest teaching tools that we have to teach youth life skills.  
 
Nutrition and Health 
 
Food Safety Certification 
Food safety from farm to table is a topic of concern for all individuals. To help educate those 
serving food to the public, Penn State Extension offers training in food safety to commercial food service operators. To 
help retail food service operations meet licensure requirements, two ServSafe® food safety certification trainings were 
conducted. 
 
Nutrition Links 
Karen Serball, Nutrition Education Adviser with Nutrition Links Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program 
(EFNEP), continues to conduct nutrition and cooking classes throughout the county to eligible participants to develop the 
knowledge and skills necessary to achieve a healthful diet on a limited budget. 

 
Agriculture and Farm Management 
 
Penn State Extension works with farmers to improve profitability and sustainability, teaching 
through workshops, field days, home study/online courses, and personal assistance. 
 
Farm Management 
Farm Financial and Production Analysis Training (Farm$en$e) was offered in nine locations 
across Pennsylvania. Producers learn to analyze past performance, complete budgets, 
analyze the profit potential of partial changes, and engage in appropriate record keeping. 

Production Agriculture 
A key component to livestock production is promoting animal health and well-being. This is 

accomplished through proper nutrition, high quality facilities, and health maintenance programs. Extension works with 
producers to increase their profitability.  Penn State Extension provides education for dairy producers who have Hispanic 
labor and management statewide.  
 
Commercial Horticulture 
 
The Commercial Horticulture Program in South Central Pennsylvania is multi-faceted, 
targeting commercial pesticide applicators, property managers, farmers, growers and 
landscape/turf professionals with non-formal educational programs that improve their capacity 
to compete in the marketplace, maintain licensure requirements, retain employees, and 
protect the environment. 
 
Master Gardeners 
Master Gardeners provide valuable, residential-horticulture expertise answering hotline calls at 
the extension office. These services are provided from May through October on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. In addition, Master Gardeners present educational programs and events to adults 
and elementary students in the district. 

Bradlee Weigle exhibits his 

goat 

Miguel Saviroff teaches 

Farm$en$e 

Debra Moon, Louise 
Sprowls, Master 
Gardener Coordinators 



Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 
Service to the Somerset Conservation District and county landowners and residents was provided by full time NRCS 
staff consisting of Joel Elder – District Conservationist, and Dale Kriner – Soil Conservationist.  Jesse Voigt – Farm Bill 
Biologist through a partnership between NRCS, the PA Game Commission, and Pheasants Forever Inc., provided 
assistance to landowners in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP).  In October Jesse resigned to take a position with the PA Game Commission.  The staff provides 
information on soils, agronomy, engineering, wildlife, land use, soil and water conservation Best Management 
Practices as well as general information regarding agriculture and various USDA programs.  
 
Conservation Technical Assistance, regardless of program participation, is offered to landowners for such things as 
conservation planning and inventory and evaluation of resource problems along with alternatives for pasture, cropland, 
barnyard, woodland, and wildlife land uses.  Maintaining the sustainability of and promoting wise use of these working 
lands and their soil resources is a major part of the agency’s mission. 
 
USDA programs, from application to contracting, administered by the NRCS office included EQIP (Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program, AMA (Agricultural Management Assistance), WREP (Wetland Reserve Easement 
Program), and CSP (Conservation Stewardship Program).  Other programs NRCS has a technical role in include, CRP 
(Conservation Reserve Program), CREP (Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program), GRP (Grassland Reserve 
Program), and Project Grass. 

Agency Partners 

Farm Service Agency 
 

The primary responsibility of the Somerset Farm Service Agency is to administer locally the farm programs enacted by 
Congress.  This is accomplished under the auspices of the Farmer Elected County FSA Committee.  USDA created the 
Farm Service Agency by merging the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service and the Farmers Home 
Administration (Farm Division).  The Committee’s responsibility was expanded by the merge.  The programs 
administered by the FSA were created to help build and maintain family farms by stabilizing production, supporting 
commodity prices, and encouraging conservation and timber production. 
 

FARM LOANS 
 
Loans are the USDA’s chief credit source for the farm community.  Special emphasis is placed on guaranteed loans in 
cooperation with area lenders.  Local lenders make these loans and FSA guarantees to limit potential loss incurred by 
the lender.  This allows a farm family to receive credit that would not otherwise be available from private lenders.  These 
funds can be used to purchase feed, livestock, and equipment, spring planting needs, either directly or by refinancing 
debts.  Farm ownership loans may be used to buy farmland and to construct or repair buildings. 

 
THE DIRECT AND COUNTER-CYCLICAL PROGRAM 
 
This program benefits the farming community by providing conservation benefits through compliance with a conservation 
plan that helps retain soil in place, maintain water quality, and prevent floods. 

 

The Economics of Natural Resource Conservation  

 
 Economic impact of natural resource conservation is not always easy to determine.  However, 
verified documentation does exist of its value and contribution to the local economy and job 
sustainability and creation. 
 At a Somerset County Chamber of Commerce event in 2014, Western Carolina University 
Economist, Dr. Steve Morse,  documented and determined if it were not for tourism-generated tax 
dollars, each resident of Somerset County would pay $564 more in state and local taxes.  The data 
also documents that $184,681 is spent on the arts, entertainment, and recreation every day in 
Somerset County.  The data was derived from the PA Department of Tourism through studies 
conducted by Oxford Economics in the Laurel Highlands region of the state. 
 Tourism dollars in Somerset County are generated from a variety of sources that include the 
Flight 93 Memorial, Quecreek Mine Rescue site, proximity to the PA Turnpike, and major resorts.  
However, tourism is also generated from the improving natural resources such as land and water 
used for recreation now available more than ever before in the county today. 
 The Somerset Conservation District and organizations that it supports and empowers such as 
the Stonycreek–Conemaugh River Improvement Project (SCRIP), Somerset County Conservancy, 
Casselman River Watershed Association, Shade Creek Watershed Association, Paint Creek 
Regional Watershed Association and many other volunteer and professional watershed 
partners ,work successfully to conserve and enhance those resources every day and have done so 
for decades that have garnered state and national acclaim.   Portions of the economic impact of that 
effort are proven and documented. As an example, a mile of a trout-stocked fishery, according to the 
PA Fish and Boat Commission, is worth $73,986 a year to the local economy.  A very conservative 
estimate of 16 miles of restored fishery in the county have largely been due to the projects of SCRIP, 
the Somerset Conservation District, and its partners which totals a value of $1,183,776 of economic 
value each year to Somerset County. It should be noted that neither of these organizations receive 
any Somerset County tax dollars. 
 A conservative and older document shows that five miles of restored whitewater rafting, now 
available plus more on the Stonycreek River, is valued at $1.2 million of economic value to the local 
economy each year. This impact too is derived directly from the region’s improving water quality that 
has been the result of the local-orchestrated resource, conservation efforts. 
 These documented impacts do not even include the less verified values of the Somerset 
District’s technical assistance to the agriculture community that enables farmers to maintain and 
improve the economic vitality and conservation values of their businesses. It also does not include 
the Erosion and Sedimentation Control Program that minimizes runoff and pollution impacts to the 
county’s waterways thus sustaining and improving their ability to support both industrial and 
recreational use.  
 Dr. Morse makes the point, “Years ago preserving open space and conserving water was 
believed to be a roadblock to economic development.  Today, because of the outdoor-adventure 
tourism market, these resources are now looked on as an economic asset by creating tax income 
and sustaining and creating jobs in the region.” 
 Dr. Morse also believes that, “The potential for growth in the tourism market and its economic 
impacts is very possible and likely.” 
 Because of the on-the-ground resource conservation projects generated by the District and its 
many partners, the combined impact has been a major contributor in the reduction of the burden of 
taxes on the Somerset County taxpayer and no doubt others throughout the region. 
 
Len Lichvar 
 
Special Note – Please see the Somerset Conservation District report, “Future AMD Restoration 
Costs and Economic Benefits in the Stonycreek River Watershed” available on the District’s web 
site. 



Education 

Rockwood Wins 2014 Envirothon 
One of the best investments for our future 
environmental integrity is to work with youth through 
educational programs, and the Envirothon is the 
District’s most notable such endeavor. The District 
hosted the 26th Somerset County Envirothon at 
Laurel Hill State Park. The day-long event is an 
outdoor, environmental-education competition testing 
students’ knowledge in five general areas: soils, 
wildlife, forestry, aquatics, and a current 
environmental issue. Rockwood High School, Team 
No. 1, captured first place for the 21st time in 26 
years. Meyersdale School District, Team No. 2, 
placed second, and Windber School District, The 
Knotty Pines, placed third.  
 
The District was assisted in operating the event by the PA Department of Environmental Protection, the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, PA Fish and Boat 
Commission, and the PA Game Commission. 
 
If your school would be interested in attending this event, please contact Resource Specialist, Aimee Steele. 

Pennsylvania Trout In the Classroom (TIC) 
Greg Shustrick and Aimee Steele assisted Mountain Laurel Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited with its Trout-In-the-Classroom (TIC) program. Greg 
and Aimee also participated in the coldwater conservation events and 
programs with students from participating TIC schools. 
 
Pennsylvania Trout In the Classroom is an interdisciplinary program in 
which students in grades 3-12 learn about coldwater conservation 
while raising brook trout from eggs to fingerlings in a classroom 
aquarium. During the year, each teacher tailors the program to fit his or 
her curricular needs. Therefore, each program is unique. TIC has 
applications in environment and ecology, science, mathematics, social 
studies, language and fine arts, and physical education. All classrooms 
end the year by releasing their trout into a state-approved waterway. 
 
Pennsylvania’s statewide TIC program is made possible through a 
unique partnership between Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited 
(PATU) and the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC). This 

partnership provides curriculum resources, workshops for teachers and program partners, technical support, brook trout 
eggs and food, and grants. 

Wetland & Watershed Education 
Somerset Conservation District Staff, Greg Shustrick, Aimee 
Steele, Len Lichvar, and Intern, Katie St. Clair, organized and 
attended North Star School District’s 4th grade and Somerset 
School District’s 6th grade classes to educate the students on 
wetlands and watersheds. The staff collected macro 
invertebrates for the students to identify along with some wildlife 
education tools. Students also learned what a watershed is and 
the importance of wetlands and how to help protect and 
preserve our precious natural resources.  

Students search for macro invertebrates 
during a TIC education program. 

The 2014 Envirothon first place team, from left are 
instructor, Tim Vought, team members; Avery Deskevic, 
Brady Yachere, Zach Hay, Jacob Bower and Tanner Bower. 

 
 
District Watershed 
Specialist , Greg 
Shustrick, explains 
water quality issues 
t o  S o m e r s e t 
Elementary School 
Students. 

PA Agriculture: Local Planning, Regulations & Policies - Don Williams  and Chairman, Jack Tressler, 

spoke  at the Penn State workshop that educated participants on the availability and interrelationship of land use related 
programs and protections for farmers as well as planning and policy tools that are available to local municipalities. 

Somerset Conservation District History 

The Somerset Conservation District was organized at the request of county citizens interested in soil and 
water conservation, land use planning, and flood prevention.  The county was declared a Conservation 
District on March 22, 1957, in accordance with the provisions of the "Soil Conservation Law" of 1945, 

Act 217, of the Pennsylvania General Assembly.  
 

The District was organized to provide for the conservation of soil and water resources, assist in watershed 
protection and flood prevention, prevent damage to dams and reservoirs to help in maintaining the 

navigability of rivers, preserve woodland and wildlife, protect public lands, preserve the tax base, and protect 
and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people.  Today, the Somerset Conservation District 

activities serve a broad range of interests from tree planting to environmental education in schools.  
 

During the 1950s and 1960s there were modifications to state laws governing conservation districts that 
allowed districts to expand their services to meet emerging resource needs.  This increase in responsibility 

caused district officials to assume a greater leadership role in resource use and development in their 
communities.  

 
The Somerset Conservation District is a member of the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts 

(PACD) and the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD). 

The Somerset Conservation District (SCD) is one of 66 Conservation 
Districts statewide and nearly 3,000 nationwide dedicated to conserving our 

soil and water resources. 
We are part of county government and a sub-unit of state government 

working closely with the USDA agencies to promote soil and water 
conservation and economic development in the county. 

Our adopted strategic plan provides the framework to achieve 
our goals and objectives. 

If you have a problem or question regarding conservation issues and do not 
know whom to contact, your Conservation District is a good place to start. 

How the District is Funded 
 

Somerset Conservation District provides all of its services without any monetary contribution from Somerset 
County tax dollars.  The District staff are not county employees.  The County supports the District operations 

through the Somerset County Post Closure Landfill Trust Fund.  This Fund is earmarked for conservation-
related initiatives and only a portion of the Fund is currently allotted to the District.  The District also receives 
an allotment of funds from the legislative-mandated Act 13 Marcellus Shale Impact Fees.  The balance of its 
operations is funded through the State Conservation Commission’s delegated or contracted programs with 
the PA Department of Environmental Protection and the PA Department of Agriculture, grant writing, public 

fundraising, and other innovative, fundraising methods.  
 

http://www.pacd.org/
http://www.nacdnet.org/about/abtnacd.htm


The Daily American, the Tribune Democrat, the Meyersdale Republic, local radio stations, and WJAC-TV 
published news stories on District projects and activities in 2014.  The Somerset Daily American also 
produced and published a full-color page on the Districts events, programs and projects in 2014.  The 2014 
Annual Report was sent to over 500 cooperators, agencies, organizations, and governmental agencies.  
District Manager, Len Lichvar, published numerous editorials and articles on subjects related to the District in 
local and state wide media.  
Daily American’s Farm, Field and Garden—Don William, Ag Technician, writes a column for this  
publication. 
Somerset County Fair—The District distributed information and demonstrated a functional rain barrel at its 
booth at the Somerset County Fair.  
Website – The District’s website is updated to reflect the District’s articles and ongoing projects and 
initiatives.  The site now includes the ability to view and download the numerous project reports and other 
data-rich information that has been assembled and completed by the District in recent years.  Information on 
all phases of the District’s involvement in the conservation of natural resources can now be found on the site 
at www.somersetcd.com.  
Facebook—You can find and “like” the Somerset Conservation District on Facebook. 
Laurel Highlands Conservation Coalition – The Conservation Coalition is a consortium of organizations, 
agencies, non-profits, and other stakeholders in the Laurel Highlands region.  This organization has set 
specific agendas on crucial natural resource and economic topics to assist all partner organizations achieve 
their individual goals while also creating an impact collectively.  The District is an active participant in this 
organization. 

Public Relations 

Cooperative Intern Program – Katie St. Clair served as the District’s Student Intern in 2014.  

Katie assisted District staff in a variety of projects, programs and events.  The Somerset County 

Conservancy also hired a student intern and both interns worked cooperatively on both District and 

Conservancy projects over the summer under a Memorandum of Understanding between the two 

organizations.   

District Intern, Katie St. Clair 

Coalition Event– The District, in cooperation with the Laurel Highlands Conservation Coalition, hosted a “Green 

Drinks” public informational event at Lamonica’s Restaurant near Boswell.  Speakers, from a wide variety of 

conservation organizations including the District, discussed the  water quality  of streams and rivers and issues regarding 

them in the Laurel Highlands region. 

Rain Garden - The Conservation District, in cooperation with 

the Allegany College of Maryland, Somerset Campus, installed a 
rain garden on the campus in 2013. A rain garden is a 
stormwater reduction device. The garden will be used as a 
demonstration unit for college and adult education regarding 
stormwater. The garden was planted and put into operation in 
the spring of 2014. CW Handyman Service constructed the 
garden and District Resource Technician, Aimee Steele, 
coordinated the project. 

The  rain garden and interpretive sign along with a  rain barrel. 

District Tour – In September 2014 the District hosted a 

project tour that visited several of the District’s highest 
profile projects.  A stop was made at the newly rehabbed 
Rock Tunnel AMD treatment system along the South Fork 
of Bens Creek.  The District secured the funding for the 
project from the PA Department of Community and 
Economic Development and secured design assistance 
from the PA Association of Conservation Districts Technical 
Assistance Group. 
 
District Manager, Len Lichvar, discussed the history of the 
project that dates back to 1991.  District Watershed 
Specialist, Greg Shustrick, and PACD Engineer, Eric 
Robertson, explained the current redesign and 
reconstruction of the AMD treatment site. 
 

The group also toured the Quemahoning Creek below the Quemahoning Reservoir to view the recently completed 
Habitat Restoration Project that received funding support from the Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds. Len Lichvar 
discussed the background and need for the project and Greg Shustrick explained the implementation of the in-stream 
structures and how they, along with the CSA’s Coldwater Conservation Release and the PA Fish and Boat 
Commission’s stocking of fingerling trout, now have combined to create Pennsylvania’s newest tail water trout fishery.   
 
The group traveled to Orenda Park in Boswell for lunch along the banks of Quemahoning Creek.  Finally, back at the 
District office at the Allegany College of Maryland campus, a dedication was held for the District’s Demonstration Rain 
Garden.  District Resource Specialist, Aimee Steele, and District Board Director, Bud Weyand, explained the project and 
its educational goals.  Over 60 interested citizens, agency and volunteer partners attended the tour. 

Young Farmers - Don Williams, Nutrient Management Technician, presented information to the Berlin 

Brothersvalley Young Farmer education class on PA Ag Regulation Laws and how they affect nutrient management, 

animal concentration areas, buffers, soil loss, and waterways.  The class was open to the public. 

Kids in College - The Somerset Conservation District staff, Greg Shutstrick, Aimee Steele, and Intern, Katie St. 

Clair, participated in a Kids in College Day with the Allegany College of Maryland to teach the kids about macro 

invertebrates and had the kids do a scavenger hunt around the walking track at the Somerset Campus. 

http://www.somersetcd.org/


Water Quality Monitoring Joint Venture 
In 2014 the District Watershed Specialist continued to monitor six data loggers deployed in Somerset County streams. 
Each device takes a water quality sample every 30 minutes, 24 hours a day, every day. No significant impairments were 
documented in the watersheds in 2014. The following is a list of watersheds of special concern that are currently being 
monitored: Casselman River, Whites Creek, Piney Run, Kimberly Run, Coxes Creek, and Middle Creek.  This program 
will continue throughout 2015. 
 

Somerset County Groundwater Monitoring 
The District Watershed Specialist continued to monitor 12 ground water wells throughout the county and report findings 
to the county Drought Task Force.  Each well is sampled for water depth, water temperature, and conductivity. This 
program will continue throughout 2015. 
 

Lamberts Run Abandoned Mine Discharge Treatment System 
The District is continuing the abatement of discharges in the upper portions of the Lamberts Run watershed, a tributary 
to the Stonycreek River. The Lambertsville artesian discharge will be treated by the construction of a new passive 
treatment system.  This system was designed in 2014 and construction will begin early 2015. It is expected to reduce the 
iron and acid load in Lamberts Run by greater than fifty percent. This project will improve downstream waters within the 
Stonycreek basin.  

Somerset Lake Action Committee (SLAC) 
SLAC was formed in late 2013 to create awareness of and 
funding for the infrastructure needs at Somerset Lake.  The 
lake is considered a high-hazard dam since the existing 
spillway cannot accommodate the passage of enough water in 
a 24 hour period to meet new flood control regulations.  In 
addition, the earthen dam breast has weakened to the point 
that the water level has been drawn down 6 feet and could go 
lower if the breast weakens more.  The cost to restore both 
structures is just over $7 million. 
 
SLAC, with support from the District, was created as a 
standing committee of the Somerset County Conservancy.  
The Conservancy is the administrative arm of the Committee.  
SLAC has worked with local citizens, businesses, Somerset 
Daily American, elected officials, and the PA Fish and Boat 
Commission (PFBC) to inform and educate the citizens 
regarding this issue.   
 
SLAC has also initiated a fundraising effort to further 
demonstrate the local interest in saving the lake.  Among the 

activities that SLAC initiated was the Lake Fest in June held at the lake that drew hundreds of citizens to enjoy a wide 
variety of activities.  The District provided volunteers and assistance for the event. 
 
SLAC has also initiated the possibility for a lease agreement between Somerset County and the PFBC for the upland 
areas of the lake that would create a county park and allow for the expansion of recreational opportunities. Negotiations 
between the County and the PFBC progressed during the year.  
 
The District also made a $1,000 dollar contribution to the SLAC sponsored efforts.  

Quemahoning Lake Habitat 
The District continued its ongoing sponsored Fish Habitat Improvement Project at the Quemahoning Reservoir.  The Dis-

trict in cooperation with the PA Fish and Boat Commission Bureau of Habitat Lake Division, Cambria-Somerset Author-

ity, Somerset County Sportsmen’s League, and other local volunteers constructed and placed 20 additional fish habitat 

structures.  This project, since it was initiated by the District, has significantly increased the public recreational angling 

opportunities at the Quemahoning Reservoir.   

Jeff Payne (left) and Mike Lanzone (center), SLAC 
co-chairman, accept a $1,000 contribution from 
District Manager ,Len Lichvar (right). 

Water Quality 
Farmland Preservation Program 
The District administers the County’s Agricultural Land 
Preservation Easement Purchase Program (ALPEPP).  The 
program promotes the protection of valued agricultural land to 
ensure continued production of local crops and economic growth.  
Landowner participation in the program is strictly voluntary and 
the landowners must realize that their development rights are 
purchased in perpetuity.  Any parcel to be considered for the 
purchase of development rights must be part of an Agricultural 
Security Area.  Once the development rights for a tract of land are 
purchased, the landowner still maintains ownership of the land 
and may continue agricultural practices while following a 
conservation plan.  The purpose of this program is to strike a 
balance between development and agriculture.  To date, there are 
10 easements perpetually preserving 1259 acres in Somerset 
County. 

Earth disturbance caused by human activities creates the potential for accelerated soil erosion.  The Conservation 
District’s E&SP control technician works with contractors, developers, engineers, timber harvesters, and a host of others 
to develop and implement plans to minimize the impacts of accelerated soil erosion caused by earthmoving.  A total of 
32 erosion and sediment pollution control plans were processed for projects such as subdivisions, utility lines, bridges, 
landowner reclamation projects, timber harvesting operations, etc.  The Conservation District’s E&SPC technician 
administers Pennsylvania’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting program. This program 
encompasses the regulation of stormwater discharges associated with construction activities through General & 
Individual NPDES permits. 20 general permits & 3 individual permits were processed & reviewed for erosion & 
sedimentation & stormwater control compliance in 2014. 

Erosion & Sediment Pollution Control Prevention 

Section 9106 of the Motor Vehicle Code created a $5 million annual, non-lapsing appropriation earmarked for “Dirt and 
Gravel Road Maintenance.”  The goal of this program is the safe, efficient, and environmentally sound maintenance of 
dirt and gravel roads with the mitigation of dust and sediment pollution to Pennsylvania's watersheds.   The program is 
managed through the State Conservation Commission and individual County Conservation Districts.  Since its inception, 
28 projects affecting 14 different municipalities have been completed in Somerset County under the auspices of this 
program.  
 
The District’s county wide program is overseen by a locally led Quality Assurance Board (QAB). Members of the board 
include Keith Largent, Chairman and voting members Marline Sherbine, Joel Elder, and Dan McGuire.  The board meets 
as needed, sets the policy for the program, determines the merits of each application for funding, and recommends 
projects for the District Board to formally approve.  In 2014, with the passage of new state transportation legislation, the 
Dirt and Gravel Road Program will see a significant increase in its funding along with opportunities for more projects.  

Dirt & Gravel Road Program 

Land use planning, with an emphasis on resource conservation and development, can be one of the most beneficial of 
all conservation practices.  Erosion control and storm water management planning are essential components of sound 
land use planning.  We work closely with state and local governments, private industry, watershed groups, and other 
concerned citizens to promote the benefits of land use planning.  We supported the efforts of the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service and the PA Department of Environmental Protection to reclaim abandoned mine lands 
to ensure public safety and to improve water quality in watersheds that are adversely impacted by mine drainage.  We 
continued to support research and develop projects intended to provide better information to planners dealing with 
ground water protection, nutrient management, and storm water management. 

Land Use Planning & Development 



Agricultural Programs 

Conservation Planning and Nutrient 
Management 
Because water quality is an important resource 
concern, the Somerset Conservation District 
encourages proper nutrient management on 
Somerset County farms.  A nutrient management 
plan (NMP) considers existing soil nutrient levels 
and nutrients needed for achieving crop yield 
goals.  The NMP accounts for manure generated 
on the farm and determines a proper application 
rate.  The NMP calculates the quantity and 
location of additional nutrients needed.  The NMP 
may also recommend practices to reduce soil 
loss and prevent nutrients from contaminating 
surface and ground water.  Through the end of 
2014, 51 Somerset County farm operations have 
approved nutrient plans which encompass over 
24,600 acres.   
 
Beginning in October 2006, Pennsylvania regulations require Nutrient Balance Sheets (NBS) for farms that import 
manure.  In 2014, Somerset Conservation District assisted 14 farms with obtaining or updating NBS which include over 
1430 acres.  Since 2007, the Conservation District has assisted 134 county farms with development of NBS which 
include over 18,200 acres.   

Chesapeake Bay Program 
Landowners in Allegheny, Northampton, Fairhope, 
Southampton, and portions of Larimer and Greenville 
Townships are eligible to receive cost-share funds to install 
practices that reduce agricultural runoff and stream 
nutrient loading.  This program provides an 80 percent cost 
share to assist farmers with installation of Best 
Management Practices.  To date, $258,500 has been 
provided to county farmers in the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed.  In March 2010, the Somerset Conservation 
District produced the Wills Creek Pre-Assessment that 
provides data that will assist the District and other 
agencies in addressing water quality practices in the Bay 
watershed. 

Project Grass 
This program promotes conservation through proper pasture management.  The District supports the Southwest Project 
Grass Chapter to achieve its goals of improving the economic position of local farmers, increase production, energy 
efficiency, and utilization of resources while improving soil and water quality. 

Vegetative Buffers, such as this one, help to reduce the 
amount of sediment and nutrients that reach surface waters.  

Don Williams, left, District Ag Technician, and Joel 
Elder, NRCS District Conservationist, often consult on 
District and federal agricultural programs.  

Field Application Record Book – In 2014 the District created a tool for farmers to record 

important information.  The pocket-sized Field Application Record Book was printed on all-weather 
paper and created a quick and easy method to record and document the date, field, material and 
amount of application of soil amendments such as manure, chemicals, fertilizer and pesticides. 
The District distributed the book, free of charge, to farmers throughout the county.  The concept for 

the book was originated by District Board Member, Marlin Sherbine. Funding was secured through 

the PA Act 13 Marcellus Shale Impact Fee as well as from contributions from a wide array of local 

agricultural businesses. 

Rock Tunnel Passive Treatment System 
Reconstruction 
The District received a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Development in 2013, to reconfigure the 
inner workings of the existing Rock Tunnel AMD Treatment System 
that is located along Jerome Hill Road in Conemaugh Township, on 
the South Fork of Benscreek.  Earth and fill from the Route 219 
construction project was utilized during the construction process of 
the wetland and Earth Shapers of Ebensburg was the contractor.   
 
The original system was designed and built in 1993 and was the 
first AMD passive treatment system constructed in the Stonycreek 
River watershed. The new system design utilized the confined 
space onsite and altered the method of treatment.  The treatment 
was changed from one large settling basin to a settling basin with 
wetland and aeration components. The system will officially go 
online in late spring 2015. 

Rock Tunnel new wetland treatment 

Quemahoning Tailwater Fish Habitat Project 
The District received a grant from the Foundation for PA 

Watersheds along with contributions from the Mountain Laurel 

Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Stonycreek-Conemaugh River 

Improvement Project, and the Boswell American Legion, to 

construct 22 fish habitat structures and enhance the stream 

habitat in the last 1.3 miles of Quemahoning Creek located on 

Cambria Somerset Authority property in Conemaugh Township. 

The project took place in September 2014 with Earth Shapers 

of Ebensburg as the contractor. The District and volunteers also 

planted 1000 native riparian plants within the corridor of the 

project site.  This project will complement the existing 

Quemahoning Reservoir Conservation Release, which provides 

a year-round source of cold water for trout and other fishes. In 

addition, as of 2012 the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 

Commission manages this section of water as a “put and grow trout fishery” and annually stocks thousands of sub-legal 

or “fingerling” trout within the outflow.  The addition of stream habitat structures will increase their survival by providing 

refuge, feeding lies, and diversity.  This section of water will now support year-round trout angling opportunities that were 

absent prior to these conservation efforts.  The project has established PA’s newest tailwater trout fishery. 

Constructed habitat on the tailwater 

Elk Lick Creek Limestone Sand Dosing Project  
The District along with the Laurel Falls Home Owners Association has 

been working on an ongoing limestone sand dosing project within the 

Elk Lick Creek watershed.  This project is intended to increase alkalinity 

and reduce the effects of acid precipitation within the main stem of Elk 

Lick Creek. The project has been deemed a success and has tipped the 

stream net alkaline, thus improving water quality. The macroinvertebrate 

community has responded dramatically and in the fall of 2014 seventy-

five native brook trout were relocated from an adjacent stream into this 

watershed.  It is expected the fish will reproduce and establish a 

breeding population within this stream and reclaim waters where they 

once flourished.  
A wild brook trout 

Coal Run Doser 
The District continues to coordinate and monitor the operation of the Coal Run Limestone Doser in the Casselman River 

watershed.  Watershed Specialist, Greg Shustrick, coordinates this effort in cooperation with the PA DEP and the 

Casselman River Watershed Association to ensure that the doser continues to function appropriately and effectively. 



Oven Run Work Group II 
District Manager, Len Lichvar, initiated an informal Oven Run II 
Work Group in 2014 to bring together agency and watershed 
partners to further devise and plan for the future water quality 
improvements in the Stonycreek River watershed. Although much 
investment of time and money was made in the watershed with 
the results being vastly improved water quality and increased 
recreational and economic opportunities, recent years have seen 
a slow down in funding and empowerment for much needed 
additional improvements.  Tributaries such as Paint Creek and 
Shade Creek still suffer from severe impacts of AMD and other 
unabated AMD discharges along the Stonycreek River have never 
been properly addressed. 
 
The Work Group is bringing much needed attention and potential 
projects to these areas and will assist in continuing to complete a 
water quality improvement effort already decades in the making.     

 
Oven Run and the District 
The six-site $5 million Oven Run AMD Abatement Project on the Stonycreek River has been a hallmark of the District 
and its partners in water quality improvement that has received local, state, and national recognition.  What few realize, 
however, is that the District agreed to and signed legal documents in the 1990’s to maintain the treatment systems 
perpetually.  These treatment systems have a life span and currently they are in need of significant rehabilitation or else 
catastrophic failure is certain. 
 
The District is also obligated for the routine maintenance such as flushing and other upkeep of the systems that is 
needed several times each year that requires significant staff time to accomplish.  Although the District accepted the 
responsibility for both of these endeavors it was never provided with funding or additional staff to perform these ongoing, 
never-ending tasks.  Consequently, the District has struggled.  However, through innovative methods, devised by District 
staff, the District has succeeded in keeping these systems operating to a level that has so far maintained the 
improvements that have been hailed and enjoyed by countless citizens and visitors to the region. 
 
In 2014 the District applied for a $704,000 PA DEP Growing Greener Grant to fund the now serious upgrades that these 
systems require.  The future of the Stonycreek River hinges on this funding and the ability of the District staff to 
administer and complete what will be a challenging method of project implementation.    

Stonycreek-Conemaugh River Improvement Project 
The Stonycreek–Conemaugh River Improvement Project (SCRIP) is now in its 23

rd
 year of 

coordinating and providing assistance to the efforts to improve water quality in the Upper 
Conemaugh River Basin.  SCRIP was devised by the Somerset and Cambria County 
Conservation Districts along with assistance from U. S. Congressman John Murtha back in 
1991, to be the lead organization in creating an orchestrated method of reducing the AMD 
impacts in the Stonycreek and Little Conemaugh River watersheds. 
 
The District has played a crucial role through SCRIP ever since and the historic water quality 
improvements in the Stonycreek River watershed and its tributaries along with improvement in 
the Little Conemaugh watershed are a testament to the people of SCRIP that includes a 16 
member board of directors that meets monthly, dues paying members, and local partner non-
profits and watershed organizations. 
 
SCRIP has also showcased, through sponsorship of fishing tournaments, paddling events, attendance at local events, 
and through the media, the many new water-oriented opportunities now available that were non-existent prior to the 
creation of SCRIP. 
 
District Manager, Len Lichvar, is the long-time Chairman of SCRIP and has invested significant time in and provided 
leadership to the organization.    To learn more about SCRIP and find out how you can also become involved, visit 
www.scrippa.org. 

Quemahoning Creek 
A Watershed Odyssey – In 2014 District Manager, Len Lichvar, and 
Watershed Specialist, Greg Shustrick, created and presented a program 
on the Quemahoning Creek watershed at the statewide Coldwater 
Conference in Sate College.  They also presented the program at the 
Mountain Laurel Chapter of Trout Unlimited’s Social event at Rizzo’s 
Restaurant in Windber and at the Laurel Highlands Conservation 
Coalition event at Lamonica’s Restaurant near Boswell. 
 
The program depicts the remarkable water quality comeback of the entire 

96 square-mile watershed that suffered from one hundred years of AMD 

and other pollution.  Today the Quemahoning Creek watershed boasts a 

year-round fishery that includes the state’s newest tail-water trout fishery, 

several public community parks along its shores and the Quemahoning 

Reservoir that supplies industrial and potable water as well as 

outstanding public recreational facilities and opportunities. 

Benthic Survey 
Throughout 2014 the District staff collected 
aquatic macroinvertebrtes that are essential to 
determining the health of the county’s waterways.  
The insects are sorted at the District and then 
sent to a professional lab for scientific 
identification. 
 
The additional surveys enable the District to 

update the District’s Benthic Entomological 

Survey that set a baseline for all the county’s 

waterways.  The process allows the District to 

scientifically track improvements or downturns in 

the county watersheds. 

Kimberly Run 

In 2014 the District staff embarked on a study of  Kimberly Run.  The stream 

flows through the Kimberly Run Natural Area, owned and managed by the 

Somerset County Conservancy.  The District staff collected aquatic insects and 

placed a data logger in the stream and will further assess that and other data to 

determine impairments that seem to limit aquatic and fish life in the stream. 

Somerset County Conservancy student intern, Logan Lichvar, 
collects aquatic insects while District Watershed Specialist, 
Greg Shustrick, records the data.  

Kimberly Run 

Quemahoning Creek 

http://www.scrippa.org

