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How the District is Funded 
 
Somerset Conservation District provides all of its services without any monetary contribution from Somerset 
County tax dollars.  The District staff are not county employees.  The County supports the District operations 
through the Somerset County Post Closure Landfill Trust Fund.  This Fund is earmarked for conservation-
related initiatives and only a portion of the Fund is currently allotted to the District.  The District also receives 
an allotment of funds from the legislative-mandated Act 13 Marcellus Shale Impact Fees.  The balance of its 
operations is funded through the State Conservation Commission’s delegated or contracted programs with 
the PA Department of Environmental Protection and the PA Department of Agriculture, grant writing, public 
fundraising, and other innovative, fundraising methods.  
 

Somerset Conservation District 
www.somersetcd.com 

ANNUAL REPORT 2015 

Somerset Lake Future Secured 
 
Over three years ago Somerset Conservation District Manager, Len Lichvar, organized several meetings with local 
elected officials, business leaders and conservationists to alert them to the high-hazard dam status of Somerset tLake.  
The lake, located in Somerset Township on the outskirts of Somerset Borough in Somerset County, now 60 years old 
and because of a failing earthen breast and an outdated spillway, was in jeopardy of being breached and the lake 
eliminated unless funding could be secured to preserve it. 
 
The 252 acre lake, managed by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) has been a recreational 
destination point and an economic asset to the entire region for decades. 
 
Although a great deal of interest was generated regarding the plight of the lake, no individual or group stepped forward to 
address the concerns.  Len then determined that the message was accurate, but a new messenger was needed.  
Through his role as a state-appointed (volunteer) Commissioner with the PFBC, he asked PFBC Executive Director, 
John Arway, to come to Somerset and make the same pitch to a similar audience as before.  This meeting, held at the 
Allegany College of Maryland campus in early 2013, spurred several local conservationists, Jeff Payne and Mike 
Lanzone, to step up and take a leadership role.  The non-profit Somerset County Conservancy also agreed to provide 
the organizational support for the effort. 
 
A few weeks later a handful of conservationists, from the Somerset Conservation District and the Conservancy, met 
quietly and founded the Somerset Lake Action Committee (SLAC).  The volunteer committee members then took on the 
high profile and daunting task of both raising funds and awareness for the lake. 

(continued on page 3) 

Somerset Lake Lease Signing– Front row, left to right:  County Commissioner, John Vatavuk, PA Fish & Boat Commissioner 
Executive Director, John Arway, and County Commissioner, Pamela Tokar-Ickes. 
Back row, left to right:  Somerset County Parks and Recreation Board Chairman, Tony Marich, State Representative, Carl 
Metzgar, and State Senator, Pat Stefano. 

 

Left to right—Somerset Lake Action 
Committee Co-Chairmen, Mike 
Lanzone, and Jeff Payne discuss 
the future of the lake with PFBC 
Executive Director, John Arway. 
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Penn State Extension in Somerset County celebrated 100 years of serving the 
community and providing research-based information. To celebrate the 
anniversary, an open house was held on July 28 on the campus of Allegany 
College of Maryland with many guest speakers and government officials attending. 
There were program workshops presented, along with photo displays from the 
past 100 years.  

 
4-H 
One thing that distinguishes the 4-H and FFA programs from other youth 
organizations is its animal projects and the showing component. If you’ve heard 
that 4-H is only for farm families, think again! 4-H reaches youth in cities, suburbs and rural areas.  
In fact, 4-H is the largest youth organization in the world. Anyone aged 8-18 may participate in Pennsylvania’s 4-H 
animal programs. The animal science projects are some of the oldest and greatest teaching tools that we have to teach 
youth life skills. 4-H also offers projects in popular areas, such as robotics, shooting sports, and sewing. Somerset 
County currently has 17 4-H clubs located in communities across the county. 

 
Nutrition and Health 
Food Safety Certification—Food safety from farm to fork is a topic of concern for all individuals. To help educate those 
serving food to the public, Penn State Extension offers training in food safety to commercial food service operators. To 

help retail food service operations meet licensure requirements, two ServSafe® food safety certification trainings 
were conducted. 
Nutrition Links—Karen Serball, Nutrition Education Adviser with Nutrition Links Expanded Food and Nutrition Education 
Program (EFNEP), continues to conduct nutrition and cooking classes throughout the county to eligible participants to 
develop the knowledge and skills necessary to achieve a healthful diet on a limited budget. 

 
Agriculture and Farm Management 
Penn State Extension works with farmers to improve profitability and sustainability, 
teaching through workshops, field days, home study/online courses, and personal 
assistance. 
Farm Management—Farm Financial and Production Analysis Training (Farm$en$e) was 
offered in five locations across Pennsylvania. Producers learn to analyze past 
performance, complete budgets, analyze the profit potential of partial changes and engage 
in appropriate record keeping. 
Production Agriculture—A key component to livestock production is promoting animal 
health and well-being. This is accomplished through proper nutrition, high-quality facilities, 
and health maintenance programs. Extension works with producers to increase their 
profitability.  
 
Penn State Extension provides education for dairy producers who employ Hispanic labor. Extension also trains crop 
producers in pest management practices to promote crop production and farm sustainability.  

 
Commercial Horticulture 
The Commercial Horticulture Program in South Central Pennsylvania is multi-faceted, targeting commercial pesticide 
applicators, property managers, farmers, growers and landscape/turf professionals with non-formal educational 
programs that improve their capacity to compete in the marketplace, maintain licensure requirements, retain employees, 
and protect the environment. 
 
Master Gardeners 
Master Gardeners provide valuable, residential horticulture expertise answering hotline calls at the extension office. 
These services are provided during the summer months. In addition, Master Gardeners present educational programs 
and events to adults and elementary students in the district. 

 

100th Anniversary Celebration 

Miguel Saviroff teaches 

Hispanic workers 



Farm Service Agency 
 

The primary responsibility of the Somerset County Farm Service Agency is to administer locally the farm programs enacted by Congress.  
This is accomplished under the auspices of the Farmer Elected County FSA Committee.  The programs administered by the FSA were 
created to help build and maintain family farms by stabilizing production, supporting commodity prices, and encouraging conservation and 
timber production. 
 

FARM LOANS—Agriculture Credit Loans are the US Department of Agriculture’s chief credit source for the farm community.  Special 

emphasis is placed on guaranteed loans in cooperation with area lenders.  Local lenders make these loans:  FSA guarantees to limit potential 
loss incurred by the lender.  This allows a farm family to receive credit that would not otherwise be available from private lenders. 
  
These funds can be used to purchase feed, livestock, and equipment, spring planting needs, etc., either directly or by refinancing debts.  
Farm ownership loans may be used to buy farmland and to construct or repair buildings.  Somerset Ag Credit Headquarters for 5 counties 
that have: 170 direct borrowers with 376 loans for $27,704,553.34; and 41 guaranteed borrowers for $12,651,929.82.  These are supervised 
credit loans. 
 

THE CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM—Encourages farmers to stop growing crops on highly erodible cropland, keeping it in 

a grass or tree cover throughout the 10-year or 15-year contract.  During 2015 there were 215 active contracts, with a conservation plan that 
helps retain soil in place, maintain water quality and prevent floods.  Payments were made in 2015 to participants in Somerset County. 
 

 Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) & Price Loss Coverage (PLC) - ARC and PLC programs authorized by the  2014 Farm Bill 

combine provisions from previous programs delivered by the Farm Service Agency with revenue insurance delivered by the Risk 
Management Agency. Owners made a one-time election to reallocate crop bases, update program payment yields and producers select the 
type of coverage (price protection, county revenue protection, and/or individual revenue protection) for crop years 2014-2018.  
 

PRICE SUPPORT PROGRAM—The MAL (Marketing Assistance Loan) program provides commodity loans to eligible grain producers, 

to allow them to meet obligations as they market or use farm production to their best advantage over a nine-month period.  A total of 
$21,390.75 in commodity loans was issued in 2015.  Another option for producers is the FSFL (Farm Storage Facility Loan) Program.  This 
program provides low-interest financing for producers to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.  A new voluntary, risk-
management program for dairy producers, the Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy) was authorized through the 2014 Farm Bill 
and continues through December 2018.  The MPP-Dairy program offers protection for dairy producers when the difference between the all 
milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. 
 
The Somerset County FSA Office completes paid measurement services for county farmers.  This service provides accurate acreage figures 
to assist in properly applying lime, fertilizers, spray, seed, etc.  Measurements by an impartial party can also assist owners, renters and 
custom service providers in reaching accord for fair pricing. 
 

THE CROP DISASTER PROGRAM—Assists County farmers in recovering from crop losses. 

 

LIVESTOCK ASSISTANCE PROGRAM—Assists County farmers in recovering from feed losses. 

 

NON-INSURED ASSISTANCE PROGRAM—Assists County farmers in recovering from losses on non insurable crops. 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
 
The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) has worked in partnership with the District and the wide range of 
representatives on the Somerset Lake Action Committee (SLAC) to successfully secure  a lease agreement with Somerset County for 
the uplands region of the Somerset Lake property owned by the Commission.  This agreement has created the Somerset Lake 
Nature Park. 
 
The Commission has also worked, in cooperation with the local support, to secure $8 million to meet the rehabilitation requirements at 
Somerset Lake.  The Commission, by accomplishing these milestones, will secure important components of recreational opportunities 
and the positive economic impacts they create for Somerset County long into the future. 
 
The local Somerset County Waterways Conservation Officers, Pat Ferko and Dan McGuire and their deputies, also work closely with 
the District to investigate citizen complaints in regard to water quality and assist in determining the validity of those inquires.  This is in 
addition to their many and varied law enforcement and public relations responsibilities. 
 
The headquarters of the Southwest Regional Office of the PFBC is located at Somerset Lake.  This location houses, not only law 
enforcement, but also the Area 8 fisheries biologists and managers that make important decisions regarding how 
warm-water and cold-water fisheries are conserved and improved throughout southwestern Pennsylvania. 
 
By Len Lichvar– District 4 Commissioner, PFBC 

Somerset Lake Future Secured cont. 
 
SLAC then went about contacting the Somerset Daily American, Somerset 
County Chamber of Commerce, sportsmen, local and state elected officials 
and the general public to inform them of the issue and the solution.  
Grassroots support soon began to materialize and SLAC set about arranging 
a Lake Fest event, to be held at the lake, to further emphasize the need and 
to begin a fund-raising campaign.  The day-long event, which showcased the 
many recreational opportunities available at the lake, including a newly 
created birding and fishing access trail, proved very successful and created a 
buzz in the media and the community that through the outreach efforts of 
SLAC was maintained and intensified.  In addition, dollars began to be 
contributed from organizations, businesses and individuals. 

 
Taking advantage of the momentum the Somerset Daily American, Somerset County Commissioners and 
SLAC collaborated and produced a live-internet telethon in early 2015, hosted by Len Lichvar, which raised 
nearly $10,000 and announced the Somerset County Commissioners’ challenge to contribute a match of 
$50,000 if SLAC could raise the other $50,000. 
 
The cooperative partnership, forged with the Somerset County Commissioners, also led to the possibility of the 
county leasing the uplands region of the lake property to establish a county park.  A draft lease agreement was 
created between the PFBC and the county. After several months of negotiation the lease was signed by both 
parties at a public ceremony in June of 2015 at Lake Fest creating the Somerset Lake Nature Park. 
 
Additional SLAC spurred, fund-raising endeavors also evolved such as the Give-A-Dam Fund raiser event, 
coordinated by the Young Professionals Group of the Somerset County Chamber of Commerce. This 
successful night out that included food, beverages and live music also was the forum for the announcement of 
a State Farm Insurance grant in the amount of $25,000 to go toward the cause. Among the many local 
contributions, Kantner Iron and Steel donated a percentage of their profits to SLAC and the Riggs Family 
Foundation funded the design and installation of a much needed new boat dock at the lake. 
 
The noise created by all of the community support, fostered by SLAC, was heard and felt all the way to 
Harrisburg where the key to unlock millions of dollars of capital budget funds was located.  With the strong 
support of state elected officials such as Pat Stefano, Carl Metzgar and former State Senator Rich Kasunic, as 
well as from County Commissioner representative, Michele Beener’s, efforts in Harrisburg along with an active 
letter-writing campaign by SLAC, the Governor’s Office of the Budget began to explore the possibility of 
releasing the funds.  Through the added expertise of PFBC Director of Policy and Planning, Tim Schaeffer,  
Governor Wolfe’s Office announced in late 2015 that $8 million of capital budget funds would be released for 
the rehabilitation of Somerset Lake. The Somerset County Chamber of Commerce hosted a breakfast meeting 
to make the official announcement. 
 
Along the way SLAC and its partners had raised over $100,000 to go toward the 
rehabilitation effort and another $40,000 to assist in the development of the 
Somerset Lake Nature Park.  
 
What some said would never happen or would take countless years to occur 
became a reality in only two and a half years.  The County Parks and Recreation 
Board will now oversee the development of the park grounds at the lake.  
Although the lake will have to be drained temporarily for the required rehabilitation 
work to occur, the PFBC will continue to operate and manage the lake for fishing, 
boating and possibly new birding opportunities and Somerset County and the 
region will be assured of the continuation of a crucial recreational asset and 
economic revenue generator far into the future. 
 
As Len Lichvar stated in the media, ”The lake’s future will be brighter than its 

past.”    

The Bald Eagle is one of the  
many birds that  bird watchers 
can find at the Somerset Lake 

Common carp are one of the 
favorite game fish at Somerset 



Education 

Rockwood Wins 2015 Envirothon 
One of the best investments for our future environmental 
integrity is to work with youth through educational programs, 
and the Envirothon is the District’s most notable such 
endeavor. The District hosted the 27th Somerset County 
Envirothon at Laurel Hill State Park. The day-long event is 
an outdoor, environmental-education competition testing 
students’ knowledge in five general areas: soils, wildlife, 
forestry, aquatics, and a current environmental issue. 
Rockwood High School, Team No. 1, captured first place for 
the 22nd time in 27 years. Meyersdale School District, Team 
No. 2, placed second, and Windber School District, The 
Knotty Pines, placed third.  
 
The District was assisted in operating the event by the PA Department of Environmental Protection, the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, PA Fish and Boat 
Commission, and the PA Game Commission. 
 
If your school would be interested in attending this event, please contact Resource Specialist, Aimee Steele. 

Pennsylvania Trout In the Classroom (TIC) 
Greg Shustrick and Aimee Steele assisted Mountain Laurel 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited with its Trout-In-the-Classroom 
(TIC) program. Greg and Aimee also participated in the 
coldwater conservation events and programs with students 
from participating TIC schools. 
 
Pennsylvania Trout In the Classroom is an interdisciplinary 
program in which students in grades 3-12 learn about 
coldwater conservation while raising brook trout from eggs to 
fingerlings in a classroom aquarium. During the year, each 
teacher tailors the program to fit his or her curricular needs. 
Therefore, each program is unique. TIC has applications in 
environment and ecology, science, mathematics, social 
studies, language and fine arts, and physical education. All 
classrooms end the year by releasing their trout into a state-
approved waterway. 
 
Pennsylvania’s statewide TIC program is made possible 

through a unique partnership between Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited (PATU) and the Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission (PFBC). This partnership provides curriculum resources, workshops for teachers and program 
partners, technical support, brook trout eggs and food, and grants. 

Wetland & Watershed Education 
Somerset Conservation District Staff, Greg Shustrick, Aimee Steele, and Intern, 
Katie St. Clair, organized and attended Somerset School District’s 6th grade 
classes to educate the students on wetlands and watersheds. Students learned 
what a watershed is and the importance of wetlands and how to help protect and 
preserve our precious natural resources.  

Students search for macro invertebrates during a TIC 
education program 

The 2015 Envirothon first place team, Rockwood High 
School. 

 
 
District Watershed Specialist, Greg Shustrick, explains water quality 
issues to Somerset Elementary School Students 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 
Service to the Somerset Conservation District and Somerset County landowners and residents was provided by full 
time NRCS staff consisting of Joel Elder – District Conservationist, and Dale Kriner – Soil Conservationist. Ryan Davis 
– Farm Bill Biologist through a partnership between NRCS, the PA Game Commission, and Pheasants Forever Inc., 
provided assistance to landowners in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP). The staff provides information on soils, agronomy, engineering, wildlife, land use, soil 
and water conservation Best Management Practices as well as general information regarding agriculture and various 
USDA programs. 
 
Conservation Technical Assistance, regardless of program participation, is offered to landowners for such things as 
conservation planning and inventory and evaluation of resource problems along with alternatives for pasture, cropland, 
barnyard, woodland, and wildlife land uses. Maintaining the sustainability of and promoting wise use of these working 
lands and their soil resources is a major part of the agency’s mission. 
 

USDA programs, from application to contracting, administered by the NRCS office included EQIP 
(Environmental Quality Incentives Program, AMA (Agricultural Management Assistance), WREP 
(Wetland Reserve Easement Program), and CSP (Conservation Stewardship Program). Other 
programs NRCS has a technical role in include, CRP (Conservation Reserve Program), CREP 
(Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program), GRP (Grassland Reserve Program), and Project 
Grass. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION 
Land Management Report Somerset County- 

Travis Anderson 
The past year was a good one for improving habitat for wildlife 
in Somerset County.  The Game Commission was able to 
conduct its first prescribed fire on Co-operative Access 
Property, specifically the Kimberley Run Natural Area.  The 
Game Commission was able to burn 28 acres of grass at the 
Kimberly Run Area in late August.  By conducting the controlled 
burn in the late summer months we were able to better meet our 
objectives of first trying to thin the density of the warm season 
grass stand and secondly to attempt to have more native forbs 
to intermix with the warm season grasses and create less of a 
monoculture.  The next step is to evaluate the habitat this 

summer and see what the actual effects of the fire were.  Even though the fire was a success, to achieve the end goal it 
will require the area to be treated several more times with fire, most likely on a every other year rotation. 
 
In addition to the above mentioned fire, the Game Commission used prescribed fire to treat 150 acres of scrub oak/pitch 
pine habitat on State Game Land 228 near Central City.  This type of habitat, although very prominent in the early 
1900’s, is quickly disappearing across the state due to lack of fire events.  It is our goal within the Game Commission to 
attempt to restore this habitat to the landscape through the use of prescribed fire to remove undesirable species and 
promote scrub oak.  Scrub oak is a low-growing oak, and although it has no timber value, it has a huge wildlife value as it 
is a reliable producer of a large acorn crop every year.  Over 800 acres are planned for treatment with fire on State 
Game Land 228 in the future.  Additionally several other prescribed fires are planned in wooded areas on State Game 
Lands in Somerset County to help restore the forest by promoting oak trees and reducing undesirable trees that do little 
to nothing for wildlife. It may look bad shortly after an area is burnt, but in a short time, the amount of food available to 
wildlife due to use of controlled fire is overwhelming. 
 
In addition to fire, the Food and Cover Crew (Game Land Workers) were able to plant over 100 acres of food plots on 
State Game Lands, and planted about 10 acres of food plots on public access property.  They planted 25 apple trees on 
several different game lands in order to create several small orchards throughout the game lands and provide a good 
annual food source for wildlife in the fall.  The Food and Cover Crew also created herbaceous openings on Game Lands 
(SGL) 82 to provide a supplemental food source for wildlife in a section near Glencoe that was lacking these openings.  
This project was completed in conjunction with funding by the National Wild Turkey Federation Habitat Superfund. 

Agency Partners 

 Prescribed burn at Kimberly Run in 2015 



Somerset Conservation District History 

The Somerset Conservation District was organized at the request of county citizens interested in soil and 
water conservation, land use planning, and flood prevention.  The county was declared a Conservation 
District on March 22, 1957, in accordance with the provisions of the "Soil Conservation Law" of 1945, 

Act 217, of the Pennsylvania General Assembly.  
 

The District was organized to provide for the conservation of soil and water resources, assist in watershed 
protection and flood prevention, prevent damage to dams and reservoirs to help in maintaining the 

navigability of rivers, preserve woodland and wildlife, protect public lands, preserve the tax base, and protect 
and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people.  Today, the Somerset Conservation District 

activities serve a broad range of interests from tree planting to environmental education in schools.  
 

During the 1950s and 1960s there were modifications to state laws governing conservation districts that 
allowed districts to expand their services to meet emerging resource needs.  This increase in responsibility 

caused district officials to assume a greater leadership role in resource use and development in their 
communities.  

 
The Somerset Conservation District is a member of the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts 

(PACD) and the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD). 

The Somerset Conservation District (SCD) is one of 66 Conservation Districts 
statewide and nearly 3,000 nationwide dedicated to conserving our soil and 

water resources. 
We are part of county government and a sub-unit of state government 

working closely with the USDA agencies to promote soil and water conservation and 
economic development in the county. 

Our adopted strategic plan provides the framework to achieve 
our goals and objectives. 

If you have a problem or question regarding conservation issues and do not know whom to 
contact, your Conservation District is a good place to start. 

The Daily American, the Tribune Democrat, the Meyersdale Republic, local radio stations, and WJAC-TV 
published news stories on District projects and activities in 2015.  The Somerset Daily American also 
produced and published a full-color page on the Districts events, programs and projects.  The 2014 Annual 
Report was sent to over 500 cooperators, agencies, organizations, and governmental agencies.  District 
Manager, Len Lichvar, published numerous editorials and articles on subjects related to the District in local 
and state wide media.  
Somerset County Fair—The District distributed information and demonstrated a functional rain barrel at its 
Somerset County Fair. booth  
Website – The District’s website is updated to reflect the District’s articles and ongoing projects and 
initiatives.  The site now includes the ability to view and download the numerous project reports and other 
data-rich information that has been assembled and completed by the District in recent years.  Information on 
all phases of the District’s involvement in the conservation of natural resources can now be found on the site 
at www.somersetcd.com.  
Facebook—You can find and “like” the Somerset Conservation District on Facebook. 
Laurel Highlands Conservation Coalition – The Conservation Coalition is a consortium of organizations, 
agencies, non-profits, and other stakeholders in the Laurel Highlands region.  This organization has set 
specific agendas on crucial natural resource and economic topics to assist all partner organizations achieve 
their individual goals while also creating an impact collectively.  The District is an active participant in this 
organization. 

Public Relations 
The District and the Somerset County 
Conservancy Cooperative Internship 
Program continued in 2015.  Katie St. 
Clair served as the District student Intern.  
She assisted District staff with many of 
the District’s endeavors including 
environmental education, 
macroinvertebrate sampling, maintaining 
AMD passive treatment systems, well 
monitoring,  gathering of water chemistry 
data and related activities.  She also 
worked in cooperation with the 
Conservancy’s student intern on a variety 
of District and Conservancy related 
projects.   

 
The District also hosted Berlin Brothersvalley High School senior, Dante Paul, for 

a brief internship as part of his senior requirements.  Dante learned about the 

District first hand from District staff and participated and assisted in a fish survey 

on Quemahoning Creek. 

Intern, Katie St. Clair 

Intern, Dante Paul 

Cover Crop Day 
In 2015 District Manager, Len Lichvar, approached representatives of the Somerset County Farm Bureau to determine 
the level of interest in forging a closer working relationship.  The discussion led to the formation of a Work Group 
between the District, the Farm Bureau and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
 
The group has met regularly and has been able to identify areas of common interest as well as methods to pursue goals 
of both  more productive agricultural opportunities along with sound conservation practices. 
 
On October 29, 2015, the group held a Cover Crop Field Day that showcased and promoted the planting and attributes 
of cover crops to the local 
agricultural community.  Nine 
different plots of cover crops 
were on display for information 
and comparison.  The program 
was well attended and received 
by the ag community and 
covered extensively by the 
media.  The group plans to 
continue additional educational 
emphasis on cover crops as 
well as other joint initiatives of 
interest and benefit to the ag 
community in the coming 
years. 

District Ag specialist, Don 
Williams, discusses cover 
crops with some of the Cover 
Crop Day attendee’s 

Shustrick Awarded 
Bob Wardrop, left, representative of the Johnstown Sportsmen’s Association, presents 
the 2015 Sportsman of the Year Award to District Watershed Specialist Greg 
Shustrick.  The award was presented at the Association’s Annual Banquet in 
Johnstown. 

Cooperative Intern Program 

http://www.pacd.org/
http://www.nacdnet.org/about/abtnacd.htm
http://www.somersetcd.org/


Water Quality Monitoring Joint Venture 
The District Watershed Specialist continued to monitor seven data loggers deployed in Somerset County streams. Each 
device takes a water quality reading every 30 minutes, 24 hours a day.  The data loggers measure temperature, water 
level and conductivity which can be used as indicators of water pollution episodes either long term or intermittent. In 
2015 no significant impairments were documented in the watersheds. The following is a list of watersheds of special 
concern that are currently being monitored with this technology, the Casselman River, Whites Creek, Piney Run, 
Kimberly Run, Coxes Creek, Middle Creek and the South Fork of Bens Creek.  This program will continue throughout 
2016. 
 

Somerset County Groundwater Monitoring 
The District Watershed Specialist continued to monitor 12 ground water wells throughout the county and report findings 
to the county Drought Task Force. This program is to monitor ground water reserves throughout the county and primarily 
focus on water quantity and quality.   Each well is sampled for water depth, water temperature, and conductivity. This 
program will continue throughout 2016. 

South Fork of Bens Creek Clean-Up 
The District and the Mountain Laurel Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited worked to coordinate a South Fork of Bens 

Creek litter cleanup along State Route 985 and the 

banks of the stream.  The location is popular among 

anglers and will also be the section of stream where a 

District-led steam improvement project will take place in 

the future.   

Water Quality 

South Fork of Bens Creek Glasser Project 
In August 2015 through a partnership with the Mountain Laurel Chapter of Trout Unlimited, 

the Somerset Conservation District completed a project on the South Fork of Bens Creek 

approximately .25 miles upstream from SR 985 located on the Glasser property.  The stream 

project included the stabilization of stream banks and adding instream fish habitat, both in 

which were designed to reduce erosion by altering the flow path of the water and manage 

high flow events. Furthermore the willingness of the landowner to work with these two 

organizations was the foundation for success.   

Bens Creek Lehew Project     

In August of 2015 the Somerset Conservation District and the Mountain 

Laurel Chapter of Trout Unlimited worked together to complete yet another 

stream project within northern Somerset County. The Lehew project 

consisted of stabilizing over 300 feet of stream bank along Bens Creek. 

Several in-stream fish habitat structures were built in a section of stream that 

had lost many trees and had heavily eroding banks. Through the completion 

of this project vegetation is now able to take hold on these banks to minimize 

erosion and provide shade for fish and other wildlife.  The landowner was 

open to having this work completed on his property and allows walk-in public 

stream access.    
Looking upstream, flows are directed 
towards the center of stream 

Stream flows were directed to the center of the stream through the use of instream rock 
and log devices 

Bens Creek litter clean up crew 

Earth disturbance caused by human activities creates the potential for accelerated soil erosion.  The Conservation 
District’s E&SPC technician works with contractors, developers, engineers, timber harvesters, and a host of others to 
develop and implement plans to minimize the impacts of accelerated soil erosion caused by earthmoving.  A total of 21 
erosion and sediment pollution control plans were processed for projects such as subdivisions, utility lines, bridges, 
landowner reclamation projects, etc.  The District’s E&SPC technician administers Pennsylvania’s National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permitting program. This program encompasses the regulation of stormwater 
discharges associated with construction activities through General & Individual NPDES permits. 18 general permits & 6 
individual permits were processed & reviewed for erosion & sedimentation & stormwater control compliance in 2015.  
There were also 15 citizen complaints handled and 25 earth disturbance assessments/inspections conducted. 

Erosion & Sediment Pollution Control Prevention 

The Somerset Conservation District is working closely with Somerset County’s 
Townships and Municipalities to identify potential problem areas and to 
provide technical support, using Environmentally Sensitive Road Maintenance 
Practices and funding to remediate the problems. The program is managed 
through the State Conservation Commission and the individual County 
Conservation Districts. With the increase in funding by the Commonwealth of 
PA, the amount of funds available to the individual Conservation Districts has 
increased considerably. The 2014-2015 allocations to Somerset County were 
$294,480 for Dirt & Gravel Roads and $180,054 for Low Volume Roads. The 
proposed 2015-2016 allocations for Somerset County are about the same. 
 
The District’s county wide program is overseen by the locally led Quality 
Assurance Board (QAB). Members of the QAB are Terry Tallion, Chairman, 
and voting members Marlin Sherbine, Somerset Conservation Board member, 
Joel Elder, NRCS, and Dan McGuire, PA Fish and Boat 
Commission. The QAB meets as needed to set policies for the 
program, evaluate the merits of each application for funding and 
recommends projects for the District Board to formally approve. The 
QAB met three times in 2015, to review and approve revised and 
new DGLVR policies, to review and recommend project requests to 
the Somerset Conservation Board for funding, and to review and 
approve project amendments and final project payments. 
2014-2015 projects that were funded, started and completed are: 

Beachdale Road, Brothersvalley Township 
Cherry Lane, Greenville Township 
Birdman Road Phase I, Quemahoning Township 
School House Road, Allegheny Township 
Shaffer Run Road, Fairhope Township 
State Line Road, Southampton Township 
Swamp Hollow Road, Stonycreek Township 
Petenbrink Road, Summit Township 
 

To review the DGLVR Program, the Administration Guidelines, the Environmentally Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) 
procedures and other aspects of the program go to www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu. 

Dirt & Gravel/Low Volume Road Program 

Land use planning, with an emphasis on resource conservation and development, can be one of the most beneficial of 
all conservation practices.  Erosion control and storm water management planning are essential components of sound 
land use planning.  We work closely with state and local governments, private industry, watershed groups, and other 
concerned citizens to promote the benefits of land use planning.  We supported the efforts of the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service and the PA Department of Environmental Protection to reclaim abandoned mine lands 
to ensure public safety and to improve water quality in watersheds that are adversely impacted by mine drainage.  We 
continued to support research and develop projects intended to provide better information to planners dealing with 
ground water protection, nutrient management, and storm water management. 

Land Use Planning & Development 

Swamp Hollow Road, Stonycreek Township, 
installation of French Mattress and Crosspipes to 
enable water to flow easily through road fill 

Shaffer Run Road, Fairhope Township, 
Driving Surface Aggregate (DSA) 
Installation to minimize stormwater 
runoff directly into Shaffer Run 



Agricultural Programs 

Conservation Planning and Nutrient Management 
Because water quality is an important resource concern, the District 
encourages proper nutrient management on Somerset County farms.  
A nutrient management plan (NMP) considers existing soil nutrient 
levels and nutrients needed for achieving crop yield goals.  The NMP 
accounts for manure generated on the farm and determines a proper 
application rate.  The NMP calculates the quantity and location of 
additional nutrients needed.  The NMP may also recommend 
practices to reduce soil loss and prevent nutrients from 
contaminating surface and ground water.  Through the end of 2015, 
47 Somerset County farm operations have approved nutrient plans 
which encompass over 23,600 acres.   
 
In July 2015, the North American Manure Expo was held in 
Chambersburg, PA, which gave local producers the opportunity to 
see the latest in manure management equipment and technology. 
 
Since October 2006, Pennsylvania regulations require Nutrient Balance Sheets (NBS) for farms that import manure.  In 
2015, Somerset Conservation District assisted 19 farms with obtaining or updating NBS which include over 3810 acres.  
Since 2007, the Conservation District has assisted 153 county farms with development of NBS which include over 
22,000 acres.   

Chesapeake Bay Program 
Landowners in Allegheny, Northampton, Fairhope, 
Southampton, and portions of Larimer and Greenville 
Townships are eligible to receive cost-share funds to 
install practices that reduce agricultural runoff and stream 
nutrient loading.  This program provides an 80 percent 
cost share to assist farmers with installation of Best 
Management Practices.  To date, $258,500 has been 
provided to county farmers in the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed.  In March 2010, the Somerset Conservation 
District produced the Wills Creek Pre-Assessment that 
provides data that will assist the District and other 
agencies in addressing water quality practices in the Bay 
watershed. 

Project Grass 
This program promotes conservation through proper pasture management.  The District supports the Southwest Project 
Grass Chapter to achieve its goals of improving the economic position of local farmers, increase production, energy 
efficiency, and utilization of resources while improving soil and water quality.  In 2015, Don Williams was elected to serve 
on the executive committee. 

Farmland Preservation Program 
The District administers the County’s Agricultural Land Preservation Easement 
Purchase Program (ALPEPP).  The program promotes the protection of valued 
agricultural land to ensure continued production of local crops and economic 
growth.  Landowner participation in the program is strictly voluntary and the 
landowners must realize that their development rights are purchased in perpetuity.  
Any parcel to be considered for the purchase of development rights must be part 
of an Agricultural Security Area.  Once the development rights for a tract of land 
are purchased, the landowner still maintains ownership of the land and may 
continue agricultural practices while following a conservation plan.  The purpose of 
this program is to strike a balance between development and agriculture.  To date, 
there are 10 easements perpetually preserving 1,259 acres in Somerset County. 

Vegetative Buffers, such as this one, help to re-
duce the amount of sediment and nutrients that 
reach surface waters. 

Left to Right, NRCS District Conservationist Joel Elder, Soil 
Conservationist Dale Kriner and Conservation District 
Agriculture Specialisit Don Williams often work together on 
technical assistance and other programs that benefit the 
agriculture community. 

Rock Tunnel Passive Treatment System Reconstruction 
The District received a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Development in 2013, to reconfigure the inner 
workings of the existing Rock Tunnel AMD Treatment System that is located 
along Jerome Hill Road in Conemaugh Township, adjacent to the South Fork 
of Bens Creek.  Donated earthen fill from the Route 219 construction project 
was utilized during the construction process of the system.Earth Shapers 
LLC of Ebensburg was the primary contractor for the project. 
  
The system was completed In early 2015 and has been treating the entire 
mine discharge since August 2015. The newly renovated system is 
dramatically reducing the bulk of the iron loading into the South Fork of Bens 
Creek. The downstream waters, that have been impaired by this discharge 
for decades, are expected to recover within the coming years. The District 

Watershed Specialist has also been monitoring the biological data through fish and macroinvertebrate sampling. These 
efforts will continue throughout 2016.  Interpretive signage was also placed at the site. 

Rock Tunnel new wetland treatment 

Coal Run Doser 
The District continues to coordinate and monitor the operation of the Coal Run Limestone Doser in the Casselman River 

watershed.  Watershed Specialist, Greg Shustrick, coordinates this effort in cooperation with the PA DEP and the 

Casselman River Watershed Association to ensure that the doser continues to function appropriately and effectively. 

Coal Run 
In late 2015 District Watershed Specialist Greg Shustrick, in cooperation with the Casselman River Watershed 

Association, requested a Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) for support from the PA Council of Trout Unlimited aimed at 

learning more about the dynamics of the complicated AMD discharges in the Casselman River watershed.  A second 

TAG request will be submitted to take a closer look at the existing Metro AMD Treatment System on Coal Run that is in 

need of Operation and Maintenance in order for it to regain its effectiveness. 

Lamberts Run Artesian 

Discharge    

The District has been involved with 

the restoration of the Lamberts Run 

watershed for over two decades 

and has made strides in abating 

discharges in the headwaters. In 

2015, through a DEP Growing 

Greener Grant the Somerset 

Conservation District completed 

Phase 1 of a passive treatment 

system to treat a historic artesian 

mine discharge which is the last 

major mine water discharge in the 

watershed that has left sections of  

Lamberts Run and the Stonycreek 

River impaired for many years. The 

passive treatment system, an 

Anoxic Limestone Drain (ALD), was 

designed by Hedin Environmental 

and is currently removing nearly 

half of the acid and iron that was previously entering the lower 

section of Lamberts Run and the middle Stonycreek River.  Phase II 

of this project is in the planning stages and will be designed to capture the remainder of these impurities that degrade the 

water quality. Once this project is completed, all of the major mine discharges will have been abated within the Lamberts 

Run watershed.         

Anoxic Limestone Drain under constriuction 



Oven Run 
The Somerset Conservation District is the only 
organization that is charged with the Operation and 
Maintenance of the now 20 year old Oven Run AMD 
Passive Treatment Systems in the Stonycreek River 
watershed.  This responsibility has been in place 
since the 1990’s and has proved to be a challenge 
with both funding it and very limited staff to support 
it. 
 

However, through innovative methods the District 

staff has met the yearly challenge, and is the only 

effort that has maintained the now much publicized 

and promoted improved water quality in the 

watershed.  In 2015, additional upgrades were 

completed at the Hawk View site.  Also in early 

2015, the District secured a PA DEP Growing 

Greener grant for over $700,000 that will be utilized 

for large-scale upgrades and maintenance of the 

systems over the next three years.  The PA 

Association of Conservation District’s Technical Assistance Team is designing the expansive and challenging project 

and the District will be responsible for administering and overseeing the construction of the project.  The continuation of 

the recreational and economic-generating vitality of the Stonycreek River watershed lies in the balance. The District 

plans to complete two major Oven Run systems overhauls in the 2016 construction season. 

10th Anniversary of the Restoration of the Quemahoning Creek 
 
The year 2015 marked the 10

th
 Anniversary of the restoration 

of the Quemahoning Creek. In April of 2005 the Mountain 
Laurel Chapter of Trout Unlimited, in cooperation with the 
Jenner Community Sportsmen’s Clubs Cooperative Trout 
Nursery, stocked 2,000 trout from the village of Jenners 
downstream to the Quemahoning Reservoir marking the 
official return of a recreational fishery to Quemahoning Creek 
in over a century. 
 
The annual stocking has continued ever since.  In 2015 
District Manager, Len Lichvar, and long-time Club 
Cooperative Nursery Manager, Allen Berkey, were profiled in 
the media since they both played long-time crucial roles in the 
recovery of the watershed.  Both had grown up along the 
waterway and could not enjoy it as a recreational opportunity.  
That all began to change in 1997 with the funding, design and 
construction of the Jenners AMD Passive Treatment System 
and came full circle with construction of the Boswell AMD 
Passive Treatment System in 2004.  The Somerset 
Conservation District was involved in both projects and 
Lichvar was also involved in administering the funding, 
permitting and securing land rights as both a professional and 
volunteer conservationist for both water quality improvement 
projects. 
 
Although water quality improvements still are needed, and the 

District and other partners continue to pursue them, the 

restoration of a year-round trout fishery in a waterway that 

was devoid of it for over 100 years is clear victory for 

conservation, the economy, and the citizens of the region.   
Greg Shustrick stocking trout in Quemahoning Creek 

Stonycreek-Conemaugh River 
Improvement Project 
District Manager, Len Lichvar, continued 

his long-time role as the Chairman of 

the Stonycreek–Conemaugh River 

Improvement Project (SCRIP) which is 

the organization that has led the water 

quality improvements in the Upper 

Conemaugh River watershed for 23 

years.  SCRIP also hosted a successful 

Family Fishing program in cooperation 

with the PA Fish and Boat Commission 

at the Quemahoning Reservoir in 2015.  

To learn more about the many 

successful activities and projects of 

SCRIP visit www.scrippa.org.      

Kimberly Run 
In 2014 the District staff embarked on a study of Kimberly Run.  The stream 

flows through the Kimberly Run Natural Area, owned and managed by the 

Somerset County Conservancy.  The District staff collected aquatic insects 

and placed a data logger in the stream and will further assess that and other 

data to determine impairments that seem to limit aquatic and fish life in the 

stream. Data is still being collected and will continue throughout 2016.  

Kimberly Run 

Shade Creek Watershed 
The District continued to work with the Shade Creek Watershed Association 
and the PA DEP in data gathering of the large AMD discharges in the Shade 
Creek watershed.  This work is in preparation for what may eventually be 
required for designing and funding the construction of an active treatment 
system to abate the still existing large AMD discharges in the watershed. 

Dave Lieford, PADEP, measures the flow of an AMD discharge in the Shade Creek 
Watershed 

Quemahoning Lake Habitat 
The Somerset Conservation District’s Quemahoning Reservoir 

Fish Habitat Project continued in 2015 with 20 more fish 

structures built and placed in the Quemahoning Reservoir.  The 

project, that began in 2006, was once again made possible by 

the PA Fish and Boat Commission’s Bureau of Habitat 

Management Lake Division along with assistance from the 

Cambria-Somerset Authority, Somerset County Sportsmen’s 

League and the Stonycreek-Conemaugh River Improvement 

Project.   

Volunteers construct fish habitat structures 

Heather Vavrek fishing with her 
son Dawson during SCRIP’s 
Family Fishing Program 


