
To learn more about watershed wide water quality improvement efforts visit the 
following organization’s websites: 

Somerset Conservation District 

www.somersetcd.com 

Stonycreek-Conemaugh River Improvement Project 

www.scrippa.org 

Kiski-Conemaugh Stream Team 

conemaughvalleyconservancy.org/conservation/kcst.html 

Stonycreek-Quemahoning Initiative 

thestonycreek.com 

Mountain Laurel Chapter Trout Unlimited 

www.mltu.org 

Somerset County Conservancy 

somersetcountyconservancy.org 

6024 Glades Pike, Suite 103 
Somerset, PA 15501 

Phone: 814-445-4652 x 5 
Fax: 814-445-2044 

E-mail: somersetcd@wpia.net 
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TAKE AWAY MESSAGETAKE AWAY MESSAGE   

The public acquisition was and is a 
component of a much larger 

watershed wide improvement initiative. 

public sector natural resource 
agencies, non-profits, volunteer 
watershed groups and sportsmen 

funded and put the water quality 
projects on the ground and initiated 
and pursued the public acquisition of 

the Manufacturers Water Company 
properties, that have collectively 

created the current and growing 
sustainable recreational and 
economic opportunities now 

prospering in the Quemahoning Creek 
watershed.  

For nearly a century the water impoundments of the Quemahoning, Hinckston 
Run and Wilmore Reservoirs as well as the South Fork and Border Dams 
powered the mighty steel making engines of Johnstown.  The steel produced 
powered America’s Industrial Revolution and helped win two world wars. 

In more recent times, a changing  world economy reduced the capacity and 
vitality of domestic steel making causing the infrastructure that powered them to 
become less essential or obsolete. 

Today, thanks to farsighted conservationist, sportsmen and local citizens the 
reservoirs that powered the former economic engines of the Cambria-Somerset 
region have been reinvented and are now empowering a new generation of 
economic and recreational opportunities that may be more long lasting, 
sustainable and resource friendly than ever before. 

The five reservoirs and surrounding property, comprising over 5,000 acres, 
began their origins as the Manufacturers Water Company, a subsidiary of 
Bethlehem Steel.  They were constructed as the need for water expanded 
beginning with the construction of Border Dam across the Stonycreek River in 
1898.  Within 30 years all five reservoirs were constructed and in use. 

The Quemahoning Reservoir, in Somerset County, was the last of the five to be 
constructed and is the largest and most impressive.  The earthen breast is 955 
feet long and 100 feet high, the capacity is 92.3 billion gallons of water that is 
derived from the 92 square mile Quemahoning Creek watershed.  The 66 inch 
diameter pipeline from the reservoir to Johnstown can carry up to 101 million 
gallons a day (MGD) and in the golden years of steel making as much as 90 
MGD went down the line. 

BY LEN LICHVAR 

FROM PRIVATE TO PUBLIC AND BEYOND 

QUEMAHONING RESERVIOR 

PUBLIC 
RECREATIONAL 

ATTRIBUTES  
AT THE 

QUEMAHONING 
INCLUDE: 

 
FISHING 

 
BOATING 

 
BOAT LAUNCHES 

 
PARKING 

 
SWIMMING 

 
HIKING 

 
CAMPING 

 
NATURE TRAILS 

 
HUNTING 

To learn much more about these 
opportunities visit the Cambria-
Somerset Authority’s website at 
www.cambriasomersetwater.com 
or call 814-532-8851. 

The Quemahoning 
P i p e l i n e  n o w 
provides a supply of 
water to many 
municipalities and 
communities that 
l a c k e d  s u c h 
dependable supplies 
in the past.  

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22


The reservoirs of the Manufacturers Water Company were never 
well known or understood by the general public because their 
purpose was singular in scope.  They were all private and off-
limits and served their purpose in dutiful fashion. 

In the final two decades of the 20th Century, Bethlehem began 
to downsize.  The steel giant put the reservoirs up for sale in the 
late 1980’s, but a deal was never finalized.  However, this signal 
was picked up on by the conservation community and the 
Somerset Conservation District introduced a measure plan to the 
Southern Alleghenies Resource Conservation and Development 
Council (RC&D) to have a plan in place for a public acquisition if 
the properties came up for sale again. 

In late 1997 that foresight would be realized when an 
announcement was made through U.S. Congressman, John 
Murtha’s office to the Stonycreek-Conemaugh River 
Improvement Project (SCRIP) board of directors that Bethlehem 
Steel was going to actively pursue a sale of all five reservoirs.  
With the issue on the table, SCRIP had to decide whether to 
undertake a seemingly insurmountable objective and begin and 
formulate a plan for a public acquisition. 

SCRIP made the determination to attempt the undertaking and 
solicited the immediate support of the RC&D and its 
implementation arm the Southern Alleghenies Conservancy to 
create a feasibility study to determine if a public acquisition was 
an economically sound concept.  Funding was secured through 
the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (PA DCNR) and Paul C. Rizzo Associates was hired 
to perform a  6 month long study that was tracked by a volunteer 
committee comprised of stakeholders in the region. 

In May of 1998, a public meeting was facilitated by the Southern 
Alleghenies Conservancy at the University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown that drew over 200 attendees as well as elected 
officials and the media to announce that a public acquisition was 
indeed possible and the outcry of support galvanized the county 
commissioners in Cambria and Somerset Counties with the 
energy to form a cooperative venture to secure the funds for 
purchase.  As negations between the unified commissioners 
unfolded the Southern Alleghenies Conservancy applied for and 
received 1.5 million dollars of land acquisition money from the 
PA DCNR that added funding to the Commissioners creative 
funding package and sealed the deal with a purchase offer of 6.2 
million dollars.  Bethlehem Steel accepted the offer and in 
August of 2000 the sale was completed to the Cambria-Somerset 
Authority (CSA) which was formed by the Commissioners to 
own, operate and manage all the reservoirs. 

 

Abandoned Mine Drainage (AMD) abatement 
projects such as the Boswell Passive Treatment 
System and the Jenners Passive Treatment 
System, designed, funded and implemented by 
public sector agencies and organizations, have 
greatly improved the water quality of the 
Quemahoning Reservoir. 

The Conservation Release of 10.8 million 
gallons a day from the Quemahoning 
Reservoir restores the historic flow to 
Quemahoning Creek, reestablishing the 
downstream aquatic community and enables 
the creation of a tail water fishery.  

The Somerset Conservation District sponsored fish structure 
habitat project, in cooperation with the Cambria-Somerset 
Authority and the PA Fish and Boat Commission, has created 
improved recreational angling opportunities at the reservoir.  

The covenants of the DCNR grant mandate that the properties remain open to the public and the CSA has far exceeded 
that mandate through the use of innovative partnerships with municipalities, sportsmen and outdoor organizations and 
agencies such as PA Fish and Boat and PA Game Commissions to expand recreational attributes at the Quemahoning to 
include:  fishing, boating, boat launches, parking, swimming, hiking, camping, nature trails and hunting.  Similar 
opportunities are available at the Hinckston and Wilmore Reservoirs in Cambria County. 

Seasonal water releases from the Quemahoning Reservoir now provide summer long recreational boating and floating 
opportunities on the Stonycreek River. 

A unique agreement between the CSA and Summer’s Best Two Weeks enables hundreds of young people to spend 
time each summer experiencing the outdoor attributes that the Quemahoning Reservoir offers. 

The CSA also maintains and is expanding water sales from the reservoirs to a variety of industrial and municipal 
customers in the Cambria-Somerset region.  The cornerstone of that endeavor is the Quemahoning pipeline that now 
provides expanded and reliable supplies of water to boroughs and municipalities in Somerset County. 

The Quemahoning Reservoir is a showcase of positive public attributes that have marked the dawning of a new era for 
the resources of the Cambria-Somerset region and the potential that 
has already been realized may only be dwarfed by that which is to 
come.  By publicly controlling its water resources, the Cambria-
Somerset region is now empowered to create and strengthen 
sustainable natural resources initiatives that will secure the economic 
future of the entire region. 

Angling and kayaking are two of the most popular outdoor activities 
on the Quemahoning Reservoir.  
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